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12 The Strange World of the Hare Krishnas 
ry that find us now in an Iron Age: an epoch of mean- 
ness, depravity, and increasing evil. 

They belicve that in ages past met lived ten thousand 
years and more in a single lifetime. So there was time for 
yoga, time to master the difficult techniques of breath con- 
trol, gymnastics, and meditation. But that was the Golden 
Age, the Satya-yuga, before the pyramids were mystically 
raised, before Moses. 

Our present age, which still has 427,000 years to run, is 
called the Kali-yuga, or Iron Age, a time of discord, short 
memory, and early death, We cannot be expected to mas- 
ter the old yoga, nor even to follow the rudiments of rell- 
gion, for religion is three-quarters dead in our time and 
approaching extinction, The demonic is born in every 
mun, it is taught. At the end of the present age there will 
be a great devastation—like Noah's flood and other even 
earlier catastrophes—and Krishna will appear in an incar- 
nation named Kalki, on a horse, to slay the evildoers and 
bring these slain ones salvation, 

‘The Hare Krishnos’ apocalypse is rather far off, but the 
downward trend is irreversible, Sadly, they say, the only 
resource we have left is the virtually endless chanting of 
“Hare Krishna.” So they spend their time chanting and 
trying to get others to chant, in the hope of making a dent 
in the Kali-yuga. They are on the street to communicate 
this imperative, to save the soul of every passer-by even if 
he does not understand what is happening. “Chant the 
holy name!" (“Haribol!”’) is their message. 

As the Bible teaches, they keep the name of God on 
their tongues as they rise up, as they lic down, as they walk 
by the way, The devotees mainly chant the 
or great spell: Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, 
Hare Hare/Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare 
Hare. This is a Sanskrit formula deriving from the Indian 
holy books called Vedas. It might be translated as a refer- 
ence to the dual (female and male) nature of God. But its 
power is rather said (o lie in the sound vibration itself, and 
thus the word does not need translation, 

Though they repeat this and other sacred formulas 
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(mantras) for hours on end, the devotees do not consider 
such occupation a waste of time. For them, the outsider 
has no sense of real time, caught as he is in the illusory 
and temporal modes of the material realm. As the New 
‘Testament teaches, they mean to Jay up treasure for them- 
selves in heaven, which they call “the spiritual sky” and 
intend to enter before cleath. 

The Vedas, the sacred literature where all the mantras 
are found, is older than the Old Testament. And the lan- 
Buage of the Vedas, Sanskril, is thought to express the 
most highly refined sensibility ever known to man, (The 
spelling Krsna suggests the sound of the Sanskrit word and 
is conventionally used In rendering the great spell.) 

It is written in the Vedas that before creating our uni- 
verse, Lord Brahma performed one thousand years of sac- 
rificial austerities, or chanting, and was granted a vision of 
the Supreme Lord. Chanting preceded creation (“in the 
beginning was the word") and enabled the Creator to do 
his work. 

With this in mind, a handful of Hindu neophytes stand 
out in the cold New York City winter to sing and chant 
tirelessly in Sanskrit. In the night air and bustle of Herald 
‘Square only a wisp of their haunting tunes can be heard. 
But nothing answers back at all—except for some strect 
neon automatically flashing: “Merry Christmas.” Sta- 
tioned between the largest store in the world and the tull- 
est building in the world, the devotees of Lord Krishna 
continue to try to remind the great city of the gradual de- 
cline of spiritual civilization over these last five millennia. 


2. Certain Religious Communes 


Fundamentalist neo-Christian communes now claim sever~ 
al hundred thousand adherents; millions more Americans 
are being publicly baptized. Thousands of young Western- 
ers have taken up residence in the fastnesses of Oriental 
monasteries. What is happening inside these religious 


communes? 
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neo-Christians, on the battleficld—iterally—when mem- 
bership in both has grown to millions, It is even possible 
that the various forms of religious communalism may 
eventually become one powerful force—the chanters of 
“Hare Krishna” bear some uncanny resemblances to the 
chanters of “Praise Jesus!” 

Structural similarities between the Jesus and the Hare 
Krishna movements are already obvious. Their encamp- 
‘ments and temples represent the ultimate asylum for be- 
wildered, freaked-out youth, Once through the portals of 
either, the cracked world of modern times dims to reveal 
the fairy-tale spectacle of Armageddon in the ancient hills 
of Judea—or Krishna, master of mystics, and Arjun, the 
supreme archer, on the Indian plains during an eclipse of 
sun and moon even longer ago than that. 

Having joined such a sect, a teenager changes his name, 
appearance, and style. His parents and background are 
generally renounced, and in their place he adopts new 
counselors and new ways of doing simple things, a new 
psychology, a new sociology, new politics, a new culture. 
Once a young American “makes a decision for Christ” or 
becomes a devotee of Lord Krishna (some academicians 
believe there is an etymological connection between the 
two names), his life, time and mind fill with material the 
outside world considers strange, threatening, exotic, possi- 
bly seductive. It takes a violent effort to break back out 
again; few leave the Hare Krishna temples casually, as few 
leave the field positions of the neo-Christian colonies. 

Have the initiates of these religious communes found a 
secret wellspring of ecstasy that the rest of us can use? 
Are they a hopeful, if bizarre, alternative to the material- 
ism of our socicty? Or are they a menace to that society 
‘and the individuals who come under their spell, a threat 
“worse than the Manson sect"? 

To answer this question, I lived with and studied the Tn- 
ternational Society for Krishna Consciousness at their 
largest temple, in New York City, for an uninterrupted 
month at Christmas time. | participated in temple activi- 


Encampments of tribes of zealous Jesus people are 
fenced and guarded by vicious dogs, Parents of Jesus peo- 
ple have begun abducting their offspring by force. Chil- 
dren of God, mostly in Texas and California, the Tony 
and Susan Alamo Foundation outside Los Angeles, Love: 
Israel in Seattle, The Way the Truth and the Life in 
Miami, and nearly a dozen other groups have been target- 
ed by parents as dangers to their children and the commu- 
nity. 

‘The founder of the Parents Committee to Free Our 
Children from the Children of God told the New York 
Times that some of these groups “are worse than the Man- 
son sect,” and “if authorities don’t do something about 
this, our nation is going to be controlled by a handful of 
people.” Although there has been no sworn testimony ob- 
tained so far upon which to base criminal charges, the 
committe’s founder, Ted Patrick, claims, “We have more 
than enough evidence to hang the leaders of these 
groups.” 

Rather shadowed in the glare of sensational publicity 
from the Jesus, groups, with their alleged hundreds of 
thousands of members, is the apparently harmless neo- 
Hindu sect of Hare Krishna, founded in New York City in 
1966, two years before Children of God, The Hare Krish- 
nas, or International Society for Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON), claim three thousand members in about sixty- 
five locations around the world, the major concentrations 
in large U.S. cities. Yet of all the new religious sects, they 
are the most visible. The passing pedestrian sees them jig-| 
ging on Main Street, with their shaved heads and saffron, 
robes; he notices perhaps their incongruous sneakers and 
thinks, “Just another fad.” 

This may not be the case, The Hare Krishnas may ine 
deed fade on the next spin of the fashion wheel and disap- 
pear back into the India of their origin. On the other hand, 
they may flourish and oppose their archtypical rivals, the 

"Edward B, Fiske, “Parents Fighting Religious Communes by 
Retaking Their Children,” New York Times, March 5, 1973, p. le 
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ties as if I were a devotee, from street chanting to Fire 
Sacrifice, and during that time had no contact with the 
outside world. 

1 was interested in the Hindu alternative because I had 
already been to India and seen it in its natural setting. But 
like most journalists, | was skeptical. I hardly expected to 
find much that would be of relevance to myself in the 
strange world of the Hare Krishnas, 


3. Meeting the Maharaja 


A month before the beginning of winter I walked through 
the streets of Cobble Hill to the New York Hare Krishna 
temple, on Brooklyn’s Henry Street. There was ice on the 
sidewalk in front of St. Paul’s Church and Beth Israel 
School, and the chill through my long coat told me the 
cold weather had arrived. I was going to speak to the pres+ 
ident of the temple about moving in with thom for about a 
month, in order to do a book. Christmas with the Hare 
Krishnas: I thought about the deep significance Christmas 
has for most Americans, and 1 wondered what the Hare 
Krishnas were’ going to do to distract their young member- 
ship from the religion some of them frad left behind. As it 
turned out, Christmas was celebrated as a festival day— 
but I am getting ahead of myself. As I walked alone down 
Heary Street I was first of all worried about receiving a 
go-ahead for my projected book. 

If they granted me permission I would be sleeping Tike 
the rest on blankets on the floor, wearing thermal under 
wear, since, for reasons of austerity, the double brown- 
stone had no central heating. 

‘The president of the New York City Hare Krishna tem- 
ple, His Holiness Bali Mardan Maharaj, was waiting to 
keep our appointment. He was a serious young American 
in his early thirties dressed in saffron robes, saffron wool 
socks, and saffron sweater, and looked like a bald, bespec- 
tacled Mark Trail. Devotees ushered me into bis small 
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second-floor office. He sat on a low wicker stool, I on the 
floor, and we talked for three and a half hours. 

Besides being president of the New York temple, Bali 
Mardan is 2 member of the Goyerning Board Committee 
(GBC) overseeing the international organization of Hare 
Krishnas and, in that capacity, makes biannual business 
trips to Asia. Leaning in the corner of the office was the 
penitential staff he carries with him everywhere, indicating 
‘his status at the highest monastic level and looking like 
nothing so much as a hatrack wrapped in a sheet. 

The International Society for Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON) was incorporated in New York City in 1966 
as a tax-exempt religion. In the US there are between thir- 
ty and forty Hare Krishna centers, with temples in nearly 
all of the twenty-five largest metropolitan areas. In Europe 
eight new chapters were added us this book was being 
written, for o total of seventeen in England, France, Hol- 
land, and Germany, In the Commonwealth countries of 
Canada, Australia, and Trinidad are cight chapters; in 
India, four chapters; and recent Hare Krishna address lists 
mention centers in Hong Kong, Tokyo, Manila, Mexico 
City, and Nairobi. (See Appendix B.) 

The first words out of Bali Mardan’s mouth were 
doubts as to whether I could write anything of use to the 
International Society for Krishna Consciousness, They 
had authorized books, he explained, that were written by 
“pure devotees” and consequently correct. My book 
would be written from my point of View, and that, he said 
bluntly, would be materialistic, 

“Only one who is actively engaged in devotional service 
to Krishna can correctly interpret His teachings,” Bali 
Mardan said. 

My heart sank. I was hardly a devotee, much less pure, 
But I resisted an impulse to hard-sell mysclf and instead 
sat submissively on the floor of the president's office to ab- 
sorb his words. My knees soon became cramped and one 
foot fell asleep. I shivered in the cold there, among office- 
stpply vouchers, bills, a typewriter curiously balanced on 
end, and luminescent portraits of Krishns. 
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Bali Mardan talked on, The conversation floated away 
from the crass question of whether 1 would be permitted 
to live in the temple and write. 

He told me about the Muslims chopping off the top 
floors of the Govinda temple in Vrindaban, India, because 
it was taller than the palace of their sovereign, 

He told me that the words of the Srimad-Bhagavatam 
had been heard and then repeated by a certain Hindu five 
thousand years ago in the seven days before his death, 

‘He showed me a map of the “spiritual sky" wherein are 
the abodes of everything in existenee from dinosaurs to 
Krishna Himself, and the small cloud in that sky that is the 
entire “material” universe. 

He opened up a book with a blazing cover to the con- 
tents page, so 1 could see that in this scripture could be 
found the most modern of psychological studies: an ana- 
tomy of ecstasy. Eager to look into it, | opened the book at 
random and found myself staring at a chapter entitled 
“Eagerness.” 

“To this quarrelsome age, men's lives re short and bit- 
ter,” read Bali Mardun. He pointed to an opening chapter 
of the Bhagavad-gita, by tradition the words of Lord 
Krishna spoken on the battlefield of Kurukshetra. I saw the 
verses—in Sanskrit script, transliterated, translated word 
by word, and retranslated for grammar and tone; 1 read a 
long “purport,” or interpretation, by A.C, Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada, in which he wrote of the proliferation 
of supposedly spiritual teachings and leaders in our times. 

Like the early Christians, the devotees of Krishna have 
preserved a continuous discipli¢ succession, Bali Mardan 
explained, and that was why the teachings of Prabhupada 
were correct, 

“Instead of serving God,” said the president of the 
Brooklyn Radha-Krisiina Temple, “men now are serving 
dog, You see the man on the street, being pulled around 
by this dog, Instead of God, G-o-d, it is dog, d-o-g.” He 
laughed. 

His original severity had softened, and I found his face 
warm and lovable, 
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‘The afternoon was wearing on. Devotees were due to 
return soon from their begging and proselytizing duties in 
the streets, Those with appropriate temple responsibilities 
gathered in the president’s office to sort mall or make 
plone calls concerning the butter supply and recent print 
orders. 

“You will learn to wear a sari,” Bali Mardan said to 
me. He asked if 1 were willing to help out at the ISKCON 
Press by proofreading. “Of course,” I said. Without any- 
thing having been said about it directly, it appeared 1 was 
to be accepted into the temple. I assured him it would be 
ng problem for me to avoid cigarettes, meat, alcohol... « 
Sex was not mentioned; it was, of course, prohibited. 
“What about mental speculation?” he asked, with an 
ironic gleam in his eye, knowing, I am sure, that it would 
be quite impossible for me to obey this tenet and avoid all 
thought not authorized by scripture. 

“That will be the hardest,” | replied. 

He smiled. “Well, I don’t think there -will be any prob- 


As I was putting my shoes buck on in the cloakroom, a 
pretty brunette devotee came running to me, calling my 
name, 

“Faye! she said melodiously, giving me the feeling she 
knew me. “Do you want some prasadam?” 

T thanked her, and in a moment a Styrofoam cup of del- 
icacies was pressed into my hand. Cool sour yoghurt, 
fruit, and a Bengali curd bull, soaked in sugar water, No 
taste could have been more perfect. 


4. Who are the Devotees? 


Approximately three thousand young people are said to 
have become Hure Krishnas since Bhaktivedanta Prabhu- 
pada brought the movement to the United States in 1966, 
Not much is known, however, about the statistics of this 
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Discussion of personal background js discouraged, 
probably because many—though not all—devotees have 
a lurid past. The Hare Krishna movement suggests that 
one’s past can be shaken off by withdrawing attention 
from it. A devotee writes to [the leader of the movement]: 
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group. In (ie future, the Los Angeles temple plans to | 
keep computerized dats on the devotees and their buck- 
grounds. For now, the only official document is a single 
page of longhand notes on himself that a devotee gives a 
temple upon entering. 

Because of this informality and decentralization, it is 
not always easy for a parent or friend to locate a person 
once he or she has entered ISKCON, changed his name 
and appearance, and perhaps moved to a distant temple, 
Many families do keep in touch. Mail goes through, but 
phone calls are discouraged. If a young man or woman has 
the inclination to renounce his background entirely, it is 
possible. 

In the New York City temple, only one-sixth of the 120 
devotees are women, of Whom ten are married to men in 
the temple. There are five ot six black men, one black girl 
who come from London, one young Indian woman from 
Delhi, and individual men from Quebec, Iran, and 
Morocco. Others are from all parts of the U.S., not more 
than half with backgrounds in New York City itself. 

The average age of devotees is twenty-three, ranging 
from about eighteen to thirty-five. Average education is 
twelfth grade, though some devotees Ieft school earlier, 
and others have been to Harvard, Bryn Mawr, NYU, 
Fordham, and Columbia, where they earned or worked to- 
ward advanced degrees in subjects like business, history, 
graphics, and psychology. 

Approximately one-third of the devotees in New York 
come from middle-class Jewish families; mare come from 
lower-middle- and middle-class Catholic backgrounds. Pre~ 
vious experience with psychedelic drugs is universal, 

Life before joining the Hare Krishna movement is con- 
sidered of a low order, und talk about it explicitly diseour- 
aged. When J asked a women in her late twenties who had 
attended Bryn Mawr what she studied there, she answered 
with disdain, "Maya {illusion}, in very great detail,” The: 
president of the temple said his own previous occupation 


Many crazy boys came to You in the beginning. So one 
time one of Your students asked You for $15 for gasoline 
so that he could burn himself and commit suicide. So 
You asked the treasurer to come, Then You asked the 
treasurer, “Have we got $15 for this boy w buy gaso- 
Tine?” The treasurer, knowing the boy's intention, said. 
“No, Srila Prabhupada.” So Your Divine Grace calmly 
told him that he'd haye to wait, 


Three devotees, two men und one woman, volunteered 
the information’ that they had been heroin addicts. One 
man found it casy to talk abour; (le other, traumatic. 

FIRST DEVOTEE: “A variety of sinful activities brought 
me here, Now when I'm on the street and someone says 
they're attracted to the temple but they're uncertain, and 
they mention doing things I've done . . . illicit sex. whieh 
T've done . . . drinking, which T've done . . . shooting 
heroin, which T've done, | don’t know what to tell them.” 
SECOND DEVOTEE: “Why not?” 

FIRST DEVOTEE: “Because | don’t know whether T'm 
sane.” 

‘The woman ex-addict boasted to me of the time that 
she almost shot her husband with a loaded rifle they had 
around the house. She had been in nine mental hospitals, 
she said; and was an amnesic from recent electroshock 
treatment. 

‘Another woman, of unusual good looks, revealed she 
had been interested in the “sex magic” of Aleister Crow- 
ley, seeking love and freedom through orgies. “In a crowd 
of people, I'd be the first person to take off my clothes,” 
lid, “I'd say, ‘Come on, this is what we all want, isn’t 


she 
we" 
She had lived in the temple a few months, entering 


P 
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to Northeastern University in Boston for a year, and then 
made the circuit from Venice, California, 10 the eaves of 
Crete, finally discovering Krishna Consciousness in 
Germany. The essay “Krishna, the Reservoir of Pleasure" 
hooked her, who had found Jesus “too impersonal” and 
the Maharishi, with his $50 puanzras, a “bogey yogi.” 

Steve Hebel, now Swarup das Adhikary and married to 
Kanka, came from a Jewish family in Hewlett, Long Is- 
Tand. 

Jerry was a marketing major at Pace College; now he 
hopes to capture a share of the multimillion-dollar incense 
market in the U.S. for Spiritual Sky. 

Gary Birnbaum is the nineteen-yeur-old son of a televi- 
sion technican, 

The devotee Peter, according to his father, Carl Vig- 
jani, “was the sound of thunder and the look of eagles— 
156 I, wrote poetry, 90-some odd on all his Towas, early 
admission, honors in this, honors in that. Then he comes 
home from college and says, ‘I'm no longer Catholic, I'm 
Krishna Conscious.’ ” 

Twenty-three-year-old Vaikanas, formerly Barry Gold- 
man, plays flute in the Hare Krishna theatrics. He attend- 
ed college for two years, knows French, and works in the 
ISKCON Press layout department. His parents are both 
high schoo! teachers in Brooklyn." 

Bighteen-year-old Jitramitra, formerly Judy Jones, dis- 
covered Krishna Consciousness during her junior year in a 
Brooklyn high school, She gradually withdrew from school 
life and attended functions at the temple with increasing 
frequency. She took up residence as a devotee immediate~ 
ly upon graduating from high schoo! and was initiated six 
months later. 

One eighteen-year-old devotee was a Roman Catholic 
altar boy, and Jater « Buddhist. What he likes best about 
the Hare Krishnas is “the mercy of Krishna,” he says, 
“considering how unworthy | am.” 

Twenty-year-old Sravaniya, though unhappily married, 
appeared content in her secretarial work at ISKCON press 
and daily sankirtan: once a week she danced and mimed 
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shortly after the death of a relative, She was sure she 
would stay because she had “hlooped” (left) once and 
found that sex outside had become “like two dead bodies 
touching.” Yet she wore the brightest saris and—alone of 
anyone 1 spoke to—mentioned that “no sex” and “male 
supremacy” were problems of life at the temple. 

T talked to only one person of her psychedelic freak 
out. This devotee had gone t eleven different high 
schools, she said, and was admitted to college by “a Krish- 
na miracle,” after wildly guessing her way through the 
admission test, The crisis involved “paranoia, fear, and in- 
sanity” in a mescaline, group-sex, hippy scene in Ver« 
mont. From there, she retreated back to her mother's 
house in Brooklyn and got a job in an advertising agency, 

The job was harrowing, she said. “I thought there was 
going to be nothing better in life, unless { found a man.” 
She wondered whether to go straight or return to the 
hippy world. But now, after discovering Hare Krishna, she 
Saw no other possible life for herself. 

One twenty-five-year-old woman devotee was the sister 
of a nun and two priests. She herself was a nun for a 
while, in a convent. After that she worked for UNICEF, 
“helping the world.” Living on Manhattan's upper West 
Side, she read the work of American Zen Buddhist Alan 
Watts and Japanese Macrobioticist George Ohsawa, and 
“hung around with the whole drug scene.” From hashish 
she finally came to Hare Krishna, where she now seemed 
radiant. She had attended college for a few years in Michi- 
gan, studying sociology, psychology, aud philosophy. At 
the temple, she worked on an IBM typewriter-composer 
setting margins for ISKCON books and magazines, 

Another young woman devatee, nineteen years old, de- 
Scribed herself as having been “in a band” after high 
school. In her five months living with the Hare Krishnas, 
she had lost thirty pounds. She ignored the question “Do 
you dislike the food?" 

Kanka, formerly Susie Hammond, grew up the daughter 
of a doctor in a ranch-house suburb of Portland, Oregon, 
where she earned an all-state swimming trophy. She went 


dabbling in yoga when she 


read The Topmost Yoga System. It seemed too easy, she 
said, so she visited the temple in St. Louis and POW! “It 
‘Was just so good, 1 knew I wanted to stay!” The next day 
she turned over everything she had—ear, bank balance, 
etc.—and stayed. 1 

“What did you like about it? 1 asked her. 

“What the devotees said, how they walked, how they 
sat, how they ate prasadam, how calm they were,” she an= 


ingly beautiful voice to sing fluently in Sanskrit and 
before the bejewelled icons on the altar or at 
4:00 A.M. for still-sleeping roommates. I was sorry when 
she moved out of the temple to take an apartment with her 
ree st Hine ln tre years Ok miler ayo 
cause I enjoyed her articulate, deeply psychological under- 
standing of Krishna Consciousness. 
She said she had been “morose” before becoming 
a devotee, When I knew her, her ity was mel- 
Tifluon sweet. This twenty-three-year-old girl-woman, 
named Wendy by Jewish parents in Chicago, had fully 
r f to the values of the temple. When her face was 
wreached with the sudden pain of an infection, she could 
Not say Whether she wanted to go to a hospital or not, “be- 
_ cause I hayen’t asked Bharadvaja [her husband] yet.” 
“What do you think of the devotees?” the head of the 
_ temple asked me after a while, 
ih Peer eer eee are! 
Tmeant. [said T meant owed the same variety 
‘humans did; I did not think of them gs a special class. 
fen I look back and try to answer for myself "Who 


of 


humans. 
So Sioanot etend to have answered the question. Per~ 


‘sons who have committed their lives to religion are not ac~ 


to our judgments, The Sufis tell a story about mis- 
“Judging devotees: 


“But what of the others at that Khanquah? Were all 
my fellow disciples really saints in disguise?” 

“The composition of a Khangah’s population is such 

that there are some ignorant ones, some enlightened ones 
behaving like the ignorant, and others who are neither, 
_ “You only see the superficial. In your two decades at 
the Khangah, five thousand of the people who made no 
noise, many of whom you did not even look at, or who 
seemed unimportant, received their own illuminution"* 


‘Wdries Shah, The Magic Monastery (New York: 
1972), p. 129, 
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head; women draw a round spot on theirs, to symbolize a | cians of his time, Because he worshiped exclusively by 
drop of Siva’s semen. ) chanting, singing, and dancing, exhibiting the symptoms of 
Vishnuites tend to be more moderste in their habits; | ecstasy, his contemporary opponents tried to dismiss him 
and their high god, Vishnu, is rather more concerned with | as wanton. But his argumentative brilliance and personal 
protection and maintenunce of the material world, Vish- | attractiveness caused mass conversions. Some of the most 
nuite (or Vaishnava) holy men resemble Shaivites in that sophisticated sixteenth-century Bengali intellectuals joined 
both affect saffron robes and penitential staffs; but the | him, bringing large numbers of their followers, and among 
Vishnuites mark their foreheads with vertical lines and | pis intimate disciples were former officials from the court 
carry staffs with three knobs rather than one. of the Nizam, the Moslem sovereign. 
Krishnaism grew out of Vishnuism when it was decided Although Vaishnava Hinduism in several forms, and 
that Vishnu was an avatar, or incarnation, of Krishna, and | Chaitanya’s sect of Krishnaism, continued to flourish in 
not Vice versa. The patronymic difficulties with the major Bengal and the northeast of India, it was not exported to 
gods only has led, among other things, to great confusion | the West. Other sides of Hinduism preceded it. Earliest to 
in Western scholarship. (Krishna, for instance, may be re | arrive in America and Europe was the Vedantic, or philo- 
ferred to as Yogesvara, Lord of Yoga; but Mahesvara, or | sophical, aspect of Hinduism, which exalted Brahman, the 
Great Lord, always means Siva; Vishnu works in his ce- | creator, and was highly influential in the thinking of 
pacity as Mahavishnu, Garbhodakshaivishnu, and Kshito- | American Transcendentalists like Thoreau, Emerson, and 
dakshaivishnu.) American schools teach that Hinduism is | Fyffer in the nineteenth century, and Isherwood and Hux- 
@ trinitarian religion, with Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva | Jey in the twentieth. The interest of Europeans like Scho- 
at the top. In fact, hardly a Hindu could be found to penhauer, Gurdjieff, and Max Muller opened doors to 
agree with this. In India itself, a majority of Hindus wor- | greater contact with these teachings. 
ship one or more of a vast family of demigods, such as Beginning perhaps in 1900 with the world travels of 
Hanuman, Ganesh, or Kali, who populate a heaven us § Swami Vivekenanda, who caught the attention of Sarah 
teeming with life as the streets of Calcutta. Many Hindus | Rernhardt, the West began to notice yoga, the technology 
swear they are monotheists, and yet there seems to be & J of Hinduism, as 2 possible means for concrete attainment 
different one God for each Hindu. ‘of the ideals outlined by Vedanta. Small cults developed 
Krishna Chaitanya (his surname means “conscious- | ground charismatic Indians who taught gymnastics or 
ness”) lived from 1486 to 1533 in the Goudiya province | jneditation. 
of the Indian state of Bengal. His followers worshiped him Mohandas Gandhi exemplified karma-yoga, or libera- 
as the incarnation of Radha and Krishna in the modern | tion through dispassionate, socially beneficial action in the 
age, a divine androgyne. Fervent as a Jewish Hasidic or | world. To many Westerners at the present time, the frail 
Quaker, he originated the fundamentalist Hindu sect that | assassinated leader of India’s nonviolent movement for 
bears his name and resolved some of the difficulties of | independence from Britain remains the most potent sym 
traditional Hindu polytheism by exalting Krishna as a | oj of Hindu sainthood. No feligious cults have grown up | 
man who lived in prehistoric India. around the figure of Gandhi, but his influence has been 
Chaitanya taught that direct love of Krishna was the } widety felt on the patterns of American political dissent. ] 
surest way to burn off ignorance and karma (causal fate) ‘The charismatic head of the Hare Krishna movement | 
and attain bliss. He defied the orthodox religious academi- | (jsKCON) is Abhay Charan De Bhaktivedanta Swami 


, il 
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worth of Hare Krishna brochures that featured the words 
“Bangla Desh” and 9 photograph of devotees feeding In- 
dians in less than two hours in the Lexington Avene sub- 
way station undcr Bloomingdale’s, Hach of the New York 
devotees would have to bring in less than $10 a day to 
earn the temple’s reputed monthly grass of $30,000, 

However, there are also some big contributors, ISKCON. 
literature mentions generous support from two of the 
world's wealthier people; ex-Beatle George Harrison snd 
Indian auto and textile magnate B.M. Birla, 

The Birla family is one of the two richest in India; they 
dominate the country’s textile and automobile industries 
and have sizable holdings in sugar, paper, ind mining. In 
addition, they build temples’ and endow colleges. ISKCON 
has not publicized the extent of their contribution, 

George Harrison frequently visits the London temple. 
Rumor has it he once asked Prabhupada if he should 
shave his head and move in, but Prabhupada told him No, 
he had important work to do outside, The thirty-year-old 
Harrison may be the largest contributor to the movement, 
He donated $20,000 for the publication of the tenth canto 
of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, known as Krishna Book, 

Together with Indian sitarist Ravi Shankar, Hartison 
organized a multimillion dollar concert in 1971 for the re- 
licf of war-torn Bangla Desh, This year ISKCON is open- 
ing a temple on the border of that country and supplying 
free food there. Millions of people heard the phrase “Hare 
Krishna” for the first time on the ex-Beatle’s hit single 
“My Sweet Lord," which he sang at the Bangla Desh con- 
cert and recorded on his gold album “All Things Must 
Pass.” He produced “Govinda"—prayer music from the 
London Radha-Krishna temple—a number-one record in 
England. Devotees correctly anticipated his most recent 
album would be called "This Material World.” 

About the time Harrison was getting interested in Prab- 
hupada’s bhakti-yoga, fellow Beatles John Lennon and 
Paul McCartney announced at a press conference in New 
York City that they were finished with the Maharishi Ma- 
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hesh Yogi and his Transcendental Meditation. They said 
they planned to start a multimedia company called Apple 
Corp, The press covering their announcements was more 
interested in the new company than anything the Beatles 
had to suy about yoga, Hurrison’s continued Orientalism 
received scant media attention, 

But among youth, Harrison's album “Wonderwall” (ex- 
perimental pieces done with Indian instruments and 
themes), the recording “Govinda,” and later his Bangla 
Desh and “All Things Must Pass” productions, made an 
impact. They contributed to young Americans’ and Buro- 
peans’ growing support for the religions of the East—from 
the many varieties of Indian, Tibetan, and Madison Ave- 
nue Yogas, to Taoism, Zen, Macrobiotics, Scientology, 
and Sufism. 

Not all the new adherents and contributors at the 
Brooklyn temple are youngsters, however. One Sunday T 
stood in the main celebration room waving a handful of 
incense sticks at a tiny ceremonial glider, A curly-haired, 
heavily made-up, middle-aged woman in slacks pressed & 
thick strand of pearls into my hand. I asked her what T 
was supposed to do with them. “They're for up there,” 
said the Queens housewife, indicating the marble figurines 
on the altar. "They're for herl" 


7. What Spiritual Master Does. 


Sanskrit scholar A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 
is the guiding spirit of the Hare Krishna movement be~ 
cause he translates, interprets, and presents the ancient lit~ 
erature of India to the West. His disciples receive this 
work with reverence. 

The classic statement of Indian philosophy and religion 
is the Bhagavad-gita; this poem is the kernel of the litera~ 
ture. There are more than twenty-five translations of the 
Gila available in English, and they vary significantly, es 
would twenty-five different versions of the Bible. Prabhu- 
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pada's wanslation and interpretation is found in the thick- 
est edition, a masterful scholarly work presenting each 
verse on five levels: original Sanskrit, romanized Sanskrit, 
word-by-word translation, poetic translation, and commen- 


‘The leading rival translation (on only three levels; ro~ 
manized, poetic, and commentary) was written by the late 
Dr. S$. Radhakrishnan, former president of India, In his 
notes Radhukrishnan says, “Krishna is not to be wor- 
shiped personally.” The Hare Kriskmas call Radhakrish- 
nan’s iuterpretation “impersonalist” and “atheist.” 

“The British made Radhakrishnan president because 
they were trying to fight the spiritual genius of India,” said 
Yogesvara, an intellectual devotee, in & temple lecture. “In. 
the same way they paid Darwin to buttress their perverse 
theory of evolution by concentrating on the body instead 
of consciousness. That's politics as it is,” the young man 
concluded, “and that's why we study Sanskrit!" 

Apart from the Bhagavad-gita, it is almost impossible 
to find translations in Western languages of other ancient 
Indian works. Prabhupada has so far translated about half 
of avery long Vedic book entitled Srimud-Bhagavaam, or 
"Spotless History," When completed, his lifetime transli- 
tion will fill sixty volumes. At present, ISKCON press has 
drawers full of Lape transcripts; even more already edited 
material is in the hands of Dai Nippon printers in Tokyo. 

Devotees accept Prabbupada’s authority in transmission 
of ancient literature, us in other matters, absolutely. They 
write that he is “flawless in every respect,” and suy, “Your. 
feel are properly compared to the si They refer to 
themselves as “we filthy specks of dirt," and “your worth- 
Jess servants,” and apologize for “our dog-like minds.” 

Among themselves, devotees often tel] anecdotes extall- 
ing Prabhupada’s personality, 

Rukoini recounts that the very excellent devotee Go- 
vinda Devi Dasi, pedsonal servant to Prubhupada, once 
ines him a new sweater and gave it to him, so he put it 

on. 
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“Oh, no, it isn't clean, Prabhupada,” Govinda said. 
“Let me wash it!” 

“No, we are not fanatics," Prabhupada replied. “In 
Bengal we have # saying. "If you paid your money for it, 
it's pure.'" 

‘The devotee Sunita told me that Prabhupada once or- 
dered the artists o send paintings completed at the New 
York temple to other temples. The devotee Jadurani 
wrote to ask him how and received instructions to roll 
them up and mail them. But Sunita and some of the other 
aictists protested that the oil paint would crack. 

Taduruni, however, insisted Prabhupada must be right. 

So u batch of paintings were sent to Boston and else 
where: they cracked and were ruined: Prabbupada 
‘wrong? But then the New York painters discovered they 
Were using an inferior type of gesso for their painting base. 
‘They began to use u better quality. And dozens of paint- 
ings were rolled and mailed with no problem: Prabhupads. 
fight all along! 

“Srila Prabhupada says that if we raise the down pay- 
ment for a new building he'll get the rest—from incense, 
donations, other temples,” a devotee told me, who didn't 
expect there would be any large individual contributions, 
‘and only knew of $50,000 that had been raised so far, 

“Of course, Srila Prabhupada hus got a direct line to 
Krishna, so if he wants it to happen, it will” 

“He only cats to please us,” said a devotee, “We offer 
‘him food to please Krishna.” 

“He's not human—he's transcendental,” suid another 
devatec. 

“His body is not materil—it’s spiritual!” said another. 

‘The spiritual master’s name is mentioned in the temple 
hundreds of times a day. In any kind of uncertainty, he is 
the ultimate authority, by reference or proxy. Devotees 
consider Prabliupada (o be higher than Christ—located in 
the divine hierarchy above Brahma and Siva and below. 
only Vishnu; in the Vedic pantheon these gods all have 
precise mathematical relationships to each other, In devo- 
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A handful of devotees’ names come immediately to 
‘mind as higher-ups in the Hare Krishna hierophancy, In ale 
phabetical order, some of the most illustrious in the ranks 
are: 

Males 

Atreyarishi, CPA, nonresident of New York temple 

Bali Mardan, sannyasi (monk), president of New York 

temple 

Bharadvaja, artist, husband of Rukmini, New York tem- 

le 
Peuatin author of Krsnology and An Ontological 

Primer (pamphlets), president of Hawaii temple 

Hayagriva, coeditor of Buck to Gouliead (magazine), 

president of West Virginia temple 
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Rukmini, head pujori (deity-worker), New York teriple 
Yamuna, solo singer on Apple recording “Govinda,” 
head pujar! of London temple 
Note on names: Mca and women receive Sanskrit, or 
“spiritual” names, as listed above, upon initiation. All 
these have distinctly individual and powerfully religious 
overtones. 
Tn addition, the surname Brahmachary or Brahma~ 
charini is sometimes used to indicate unmarried status (of 
male and female respectively). Adhikary is used as a sur- 
mame by married men, After renouncing family life and 
taking a vow of complete monasticism, men are sometimes 
called by honorifics like Swami, Goswami, Maharaj, Your 
Grace, or His Holiness. 


Hridananda, sarnyast — é 
Jayadvaita, coeditor of Back to Godhead, preacher, New Only the spiritual master, Prabhupada, is ever referred 
York temple to as His Divine Grace—HDG for short. 


Kaurandha, ISKCON treasurer, Los Angeles temple 
Kirtananda, sannyasi, authorized to iniliate other devo 


tees 9. Portrait Monk 
Kirtiraj, husband of Hari Puja, treasurer of New York aetraeene 


temple Hi ishnas, like Indians for millenni: 
Merida, ats, husband of Yogamaya, New York tem ea parser ee ape ede irene 
ple distin 


and four distinct stages of life. This system climaxes in the 

man of the highest social order (Brahmin) who has taken 

the final monastic or ascetic vow (sannyas). 

In India there are several million sarnyasis, Fourteen 

Hare Krishna sarnyasis around the world spend their time 

mostly in travel, carrying a three-pronged staff. 

_ _ Four of the Hare Krishna samnyasis live in the United 
States. Two arc presidents of temples: Bali Mardan Go- 

swami, in New York; and Satswarup Goswami in Dallas, 

who ran for mayor of that city. Two others are wanderers: 


Rupanuga, producer of radio spots 
Satsvarup, sunnyasi. formerly busband of Jadurani and 
resident of Dallas temple 
udhuma, sannyast (bluck) 
Syamsundara, editor of forthcoming book by Prabbupada, 
Poliitcs As UIs 
Yogeschandra, head of sankiftur, New York temple 
Yogesvara, director of ISKCON Press Europa, Paris and 
New York temples 


Fematex 
Hai ti, called “the Tady xadidhu’ in India, Bi: Sudhama Maharaj, a black Californian, who was formerly 
ee ee a dancer in “West Side Story” on Broadway; and Kirtan- 


anda Maharaj, who alone among disciples bas been au- 
thorized by Prabhupada to initiate other devotees. 
Kirtanands Mahuraj’s ucival provokes the brahme- 


Tadurani, artist, New York temple 
Kanka, whose marriage to Steve Hebel was covered by 
New York, New York temple 
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Suddenly the interview has turned a corner in- my mind; 
pone up some distracting limb of the upside-down tree of 
illusion, 1 start to tell him that T too have just been work~ 
ing on @ paper about mysticism; then I apologize: “That's 
not important"; and he seems to accept the apology. He 
turns opaque to me, and before I can ask him, “What was 
the relationship between the religious revivals and the 
Civil War?” he begins to float toward the door. All this 
time he has been floating with his whole body around the 
reception area where 1 caught him, as Bali Mardan lets 
himself float through the hands, wherever his gravity sits 
him, It seems the interview is over, my five minutes with 
the proxy and possible next spiritual master, 

“Did you finish it?” 1 ask, 

“No,” he says, leaving. “I decided to make some.” 


Os the Shreat 


Some devotees say sankirtan (chanting, dancing, begging, 
and selling for ISKCON on the street) “is the heart and 
soul of the movement.” Lord Chaitanya’s sixteenth-century 
innovation is sometimes called “The sankirian move- 
ment.” Just as it would be impossible to discuss, let alone 
‘understand, fundamentalist neo-Christians without speak- 
ing of their public witnessing and testifying, so is it impos 
sible to understand the Hare Krishnas without mentioning. 
sankirtan. 

‘The daily deployment of devotees out into the stréets, 
to most of the important nodes of society from Times 
Square to suburbia and beyond, characterizes temple life. 
All their elaborate theology, all their praying and chanting 
jn the cocoon of the temple, merely prepares them for 
their real work, or battle, or game: winning converts. 

In New York City a devotee called Yogeschandra pre- 
sides over the deployment: a big, brawny man in his thir- 
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if Nixon personally?” 
presiding deity’ of the plaiie," sald 


for I cannot think of an example of 
‘music. Is smell, as Nitai said, the 
Seals and Crofts’ “Summer 
fine blowing through the jasmine 
outside the temple later jokingly 


| deity-worker and a high schoo 
devotee leafing through 


ely, if you come to the 
ae 


13. Fighting Off Surrender 
the week I have been here Bali Mardan 


c ‘of a sinner am 1? Are the 
that define me only a 


15. Production of Brahmins 


these people ae qhrpligh Hhidileen “Prabhageds 
writes, “A person in Krishna Consciousness is higher even 
97 


pain, distress, and disease. 
more than three hours before being 


‘is tasteless, stale, putrid, 108 
liked by people in the mode of igno- 


—Bhagavad-gita, chapter 17 
Hare Krishnas understand that milk p 


was happier discussing Krishna than . 
” even though that was his special prov- 


itself, as off-limits as the altar, is scrubbed — 
itom fully six times a day. Only 
devotees who have passed 


‘ignorance, and se! 
six hours a night, from ten 
bags and blankets: 


nable time. is 
center, source, spirit, cause, and prince 


¢ of our holiest understanding. And yet he 


Vasus, 117 = “his 7 
Veda, 116, 121-125 t the thoughts of the Hare 
Vishnu, 27,28, 116, 1 : of the child Krishna and relish 


in 
each he was making love to her 
cowgirl Radha and carried on a 


ds are Vedic metaphysics and ethics. 
ibharata, most widely translated of all tl 
and much-comment 


duty of a person in the renounce order 
1F ne llevaty work. for the Benet 
order to give him realized d 
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is produced of sex desire, and has no cause other than lust. 
Following such conclusions, the demoniac, who are lost to 
themselves and who have no intelligence, engage in unbene- 
ficial, horrible works meant to destroy the world. 


There are three gates leading to hell—tust, anger, and 


That which in the beginning may be just like poison but 
at the end is just like nectar and which awakens one to 
self-realization is said to be happiness in the mode of 
goodness. 


It is better to engage in one’s own occupation and per- 
form it imperfectly, than to accept another's occupation 
and perform it perfectly. 


Every endeavor is covered by some sort of fault, just as 
fire is covered by smoke, 


SCHEMATICS 
(Compiled from © published works of Prabhupada— 
see Bibliography.) 


2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
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Four social orders 

1. Brahmana, priest or intellectual 

2. Kshatriya, statesman or fighter 

3. Vaishya, merchant and farmer 

4. Sudra, worker | 
Four stages of life 

1, Brahmacharya, celibate student 

2, Grihastha, householder 

3. Vanaprastha, retiree 

4. Sannyassa, wandering monk | 


Eight mystic powers (stddhis) 
1. Ability to become small and thereby enter into a 


stone | 


, Ability to float on air or water 


Ability to enter into the sun planet by using sun’s 


rays 
. Ability to extend hand anywhere, e.g., moon, and 


take anything 

Ability to create and destroy an entire planet 
Irresistible hypnotism 

Ability to create wonderful magical effects with- 
in the scope of nature 

Ability to contradict nature and do the impossi- 


Four types of material misery ble 
1. Birth Twelve possible relationships 
2. Old age 1. Neutrality-peacefulness 
3. Disease 2. Servant 
4. Death 3. Friend 
Four types of men who become devotees in cbaceat 
1. Suffering 5. Lover 
2. Greedy 6. Comedy 
3. Curious 7. Compassion 
4. Wise 8. Fear 
Three modes of material nature 9. Chivalry 
1. Goodness 10. Ghasiliness 
2. Passion 11. Wonder 
3. Ignorance 12, Devastation 
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Five kinds of liberation (moksha) 4. Fire 
1. Become one with the Lord 5, Ether/Atmosphere/Sky (akasha) 
2. Live on the same planet with the Supreme Lord Three subtle elements 
3. Resemble the Lord 1. Ego 
4. Enjoy the opulences of the Lord 2. Intelligence 
5. Be a companion of the Lord 3. Soul 
Four principles of life Five knowledge-acquiring senses 
1. Dharma, religiousness, duty, morals 1. Eyes 
2. Artha, economics 2. Ears 
3. Kama, sensuality 3. Nose 
4. Mukti, salvation 4. Tongue 
Six opulences of the Lord 5. Skin 
1. Riches Five working senses 
2. Strength 1, Voice (sometimes; Stomach) 
3. Fame 2. Legs 
4, Beauty 3. Hands 
5. Knowledge 4. Anus 
6, Renunciation 5. Genitals 


‘The sense within: Mind 
Four interactions or representations of the great ele~ 
ments in the gross body 
1, Desire 
2. Hatred 
3, Pleasure-Happiness 
4, Pain-Distress 
Two living symptoms or manifestations of the subtle 
body 
1. Consciousness 
2. Conviction 
Origin of the great elements 
1. Ignorance, or darkness of false ego, generates 
ether-sky, whose subtle form is the quality of 
the word-sound 
2. Transformation of the ether-sky generates the 
air, which has sound, touch, and life 
3. Transformation of the air plus time and nature 


‘Three transcendental processes and the aspect under which 
each realizes the Truth 

1. Jnana-yoga, knowledge, philosophy, wisdom 

a. Impersonal Brahman or Brahmajyoti efful- 


gence 
2. Astanga-yoga, meditation, magic 
a. Localized Supersoul or Paramatma or “Gold- 
en Womb” Vishnu 
3. Bhakti-yoga, devotion 
a, Bhagavan or Krishna or the Supreme Person- 
ality of Godhead 
Four principles of creative energy 
1, Prakriti, nature, substance, immanence 
2. Purusha, person, agent, transcendence 
3. Mahat-Tattva, consciousness, great that-ness 
4, Ahankara, ego, self-sense 
‘Twenty-four elements of material nature 
Five great elements (mahabhuta) 


1, Earth generates fire, which has sound, touch, and 
2. Water shape 
3. Air 4. Transformation of the fire manifests as water, 
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which is full of sound, touch, form, and flavor 
5, Transformation of the water, plus earth’s varie- 
gatedness, results in all of the above plus 
odor 
Five great elements and their sensory media 
1. Earth—Odor 
2. Water—Taste 
3, Fire—Sight, Form 
4. Air—Touch 
5. Ether-Sky—Word-Sound 
Four principles of malpractice 
1. Error 


-— = 


2. Insanity 
3. Inability 
4. Cheating 
Threefold miseries 
1. Happenings in the sky or by planetary influence 
2. Happenings on the 
3. Happenings of the body and mind 
‘Three types of self 
1. Controlling, godly, adhi-deva 
2, Controlled, experiencing, adhi-atma 
3. Reflected in the eyeballs of others, adhi-bhoutia 
Five factors that accomplish all action 
1. Place 
2. Performer 
3. Senses 
4. Endeavor 
5. Supersoul 
Four types of person and how a second-class devotee 
treats each 
1, Adores: the Lord 
2. Befriends: the devotees 
3. Instructs: the innocents 
4. Avoids: the atheists 
Three classes of devotee . 
1. First-class devotee—makes no distinctions 
2. Second-class devotee—recognizes distinctions 
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3. Third-class devotee or sectarian—thinks only his 
own group is holy 


Three types of transcendentalists 


1, Akama, without material desires 

2, Moksa kama, seeking liberation from material 
desires 

3. Sarva kama, full of material desires 


Six kinds of divine incarnations (Avatars) 
1, Persons 


a. Maha-Vishnu, lying on the Causal Ocean, the 
limit of influence from material nature; who 
exhales, sweats, and creates by glancing all 
the universes, of which he is Supersoul. 

b. Garbhodakshai-Vishnu (“Golden Womb”), 
or Hiranyagarbho (Supersoul), master of 
each universe, possessor of thousands of 
heads, from whose abdomen-lotus is created 
Brahma and who takes the form of Siva to 
annihilate. 

c. Kshirodakshai-Vishnu, Supersoul of all living 
entities, residing on the Ocean of Milk; main- 
tains the material, guiding and rewarding 
karma; localized aspect of God, like the dise 
of the sun. 

2. Pastimes 
Twenty-five in one Day of Brahma, or Kalpa, 
including Nrishingha, Krishna, Buddha, and 
Kalki 

3. Modes of nature 

a. Brahma—passion; creation 

b. Vishnu—goodness; maintenance 

c. Siva—ignorance; destruction 

4, Rulers of the universe, between partial annihila~ 
tions by flood and fire 

Fourteen in one Day of Brahma, or Kalpa, 

We are currently being ruled by the eighth, 

named Vaiyasvata, a demigod who looks human 

but is very beautiful and lives on some planet 
somewhere. 
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5. Great Ages/Yugas 
a. Satya-white 
b. Treta-red 
¢. Dyapara-blackish 
d. Kali-blackish or sometimes yellowish 
6. Emissaries 


‘The larger units of Vedic time come close to matching the Intest esti- 
mates of cosmic chronology. 


Two yoga cycks = 8-9 million years ‘=Genesis of man 
Rolling Stong, 


‘March 15, 1973 
eg, Lord Jesus 1000 yora cycles = 414 billion years 
kalpa 
TIME—VEDIC* AND SCIENTIFIC 3 billion years =Genesis of life 
5 billion years = Genesis of sun 
VEDIC Number of Ye SCIENTIFIC One Day and Night of 9 billion years 
The Yuga System is corroborated by findings in archeology and geology, Brahma 10 billion years =Genesis of universe 


Kaliyuga, Iron Age started 3000 mc, “The “zero date’ of the 
‘Maya era corresponds 
to about 3000 2,c. 
‘Why this should be so. 
is not clear, but some 
scholars speculate that 
it is connected with 
the date of creation 
or of the birth of the 
gods in Maya my- 


Science so far has had no comment on the largest units of Vedie time, 


100 Years of Brahe 
ma=Breath of Maha- 
Vishou= 
MABAMANVANTARA= 300 quadrillion years 


thology". 22. The Ethics of the Bhagavad-Gita 
—N.¥. Times, March 
28, 1973 Hare Krishna devotees study the Bhagavad-gita every day, 
Dvapara-yuga, Bronze 2 times length of Kall- from their well-thumbed copies of Prabhupada’s one- 
Age yuga thousand-page edition. 
Treta-yuga, Silver Age 3 times length of Kall- The devotee Jayadvaita, who often teaches the Gita 
vues class in the New York temple, said to me that Krishna 
Satya-yuga, Golden 4 times length of Kalle Consciousness was like a summary of the teachings in that 
Sina ones work. And the essence of the Bhagavad-gita, he said, 
One yuga cycle 4% million years, “About $ million years 


might be stated in the following five phrases: 


1. Lam not this body. 

2. Krishna is the supreme personality. 

3. Krishna is the same as his name. 

4, We are eternal servitors of Krishna. 

5. The purpose of life is to understand Krishna and to 
revive our relationship with him, 


major melting that re- 
duced the Antarctic 
icecap to its present 
size," 
—Duily News, March 
23, 1973 
Adapted from Prabhupada’s Bhagavad-pita Ax It 1s, (New York: Macmile 
Jan, 1972), VII; 17, p. 428, and Teachinys of Lord Chatanya, (Tokyo: 
ISECON/Dai Nippon, 1968), chapter & 


These points, which represent the ethics of the Gita as 
the Hare Krishna movement understands it, comprise 


to Rukmini I turned, as she was doing a load of 
isband’s laundry in the sub-basement, for advice on. 
to do when I fell in love with a devotee in the temple 
a married one, at that, 
‘ was dismayed to hear about it, and advised me to 

1. Control my senses and give up the desire for sense 

tion, 

2. Remember that eating, sleeping, defending, and 
mating were what we had in common with ani- 
mals, however nicely we perfected our performance 
of them. 

3. Withdraw my attention from the forbidden object 
and engage it in Krishna. 

4. Consider the consequences of what T was imagining 
—entangling, unsatisfying, inperitanent, (een 
if some arrangement could be made . 
and | found this unfinished idea erotic.) 

5. Read, memorize, and preach to my mind the 
in chapter two of the Bhagavad-gita, as she did 
when tempted by the material world in Harvard 
Square, 


6. Remember, and learn, that he, my love, was not 
male, but female before Krishna. Krishna alone is 
‘male in the universe. 

7. Remember that a realized soul feels only transcen- 
dental lust, and only for Krishna; no material lust 
for any person. 

8. Read the “Supreme Perfection,” in Krisina Book 
‘and about the pastimes of the gopis. 

‘Ltried to follow her advice, working hard to block him 

‘of my consciousness whenever he appeared. But para- 
lly, this increased my attachment, though 

danger that I'd act on it (and get myself 
of the temple). I soon found myself dreaming abot 
man, whose Sanskrit same stirred me to rev 
ut looking at him, the sound of his voice whi 
other devotees in singing struck me as (1 coopt 


We have here a problem. Within the life-schemes 
Hare Krishnas, as derived from the Vedas and inte 
by Prabhupada, sex and marriage are sharply defi 
ambiguous aura that encases them, in our world 
‘has been stripped and disinfected. Instead of atin 
analtspuiy, one standard of sexual behavior is pr be 
|: chastity till marriage, chastity within marriage 
on one night in the month, chastity after 


the household in favor of retirement and renun 


scheme, sex is considered a lightly regrettable 

‘ment of the middle stage of life, a bestial propensity 
of eating, sleeping,and defending. (Procreation, 
peers sat ino x cet 


Sometimes it would almost seem that the group is ar 
‘sex, antibody, antilife. 

But this is not necessarily or obviously the case. 

During the predawn service, as I stood among the | 
tees chanting and dancing, engaging in it myself up. 
point, I would listen to the thrilling sensual melody 


mas the “dance of relationships.” The chief el 
in the Bhagavad-gita, recipient of Krishna's 


with his four brothers and has a second wife to 
If! Isn't this a contradiction?* 


of in Krishna consciousness, according 10 Pancha 
all activities of the material plane are 
ons of spiritual events, Krishna’s behavior wilh the co 
an act of divine love, not of lust. This concept is p 
€ grasped outside Krishna consciousness. 


is an uncontrollable clown, a jus 


said, “in the house of God.” 


29. Wild Theories 


milate 
talk finally hit a lull, we all went 
1 told him it had not occurred 
the temple that anything like 

y possible. 
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16. 


17. 


18. 


. The time between creation and destructi 
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this relates to the creative, maintaining, and destruc- 
tive energies of the Lord. 

The position of the different planetary systems in the 
body of the Supreme Person. 

of the 
pres 


universe. What time is 
ent,” and “future.” 


in the sense of “past 


|. The cause of long and short durations of time. When 


time begins, in terms of the work performed. 


|. How the proportionate accumulation of results af- 


fects the modes of material nature (karma). 


. About the creation of earth, hell, four sides of the 


heavens, sky, planets, stars, hills, rivers, sea, islands 
and their inhabitants, 


), The extent and measurement of the universe, by 


division of inner and outer space; the character and 
activities of the great souls (mahatmas); description 
of the castes and life-stages. 

Explanation of world ages (ywgas) and descents of 
God (avatars). 


. Description of human religious identity, generally 


and in conditions of stress, for administrators and 
other classes, 


|. Number, cause, and development of the principles 


of creation; rules of mysticism (yoga) and self- 
realization. 


. The opulences of the masters of mysticism, details 


of Vedic understanding, Vedic practice, and the 
very old history (puranas), 


. How living beings are situated and destroyed; how 


Vedic rituals make one prosper; any procedures 
whatsoever for the achievement of wealth, sensual- 
ity, and religion. 

How life is created from the Lord's body; how in« 
fidels come about; how the conditioned entities lib- 
erate the sell. 

About God's simultaneous existence in spiritual re- 
lationship and in the illusory energy (maya) doomed 
to annihilation beneath his witness. 

Everything else, 


Appendix A 175 
The tenth canto of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, which 
comprises twelve cantos in all, is readily available from 
the Hare Krishnas in the form of Krsna Books (hardcover 
double volume, $12.95; paperback trilogy, $2.89). Vol- 
umes containing the first and second cantos have been 
published by the League of Devotees (Delhi: 1962) and 
by the Dai Nippon Printing Company Ltd. (Tokyo: 
1972), and ISKCON Press has put out individual paper- 
backs containing separate chapters. Editions of these earli- 
est cantos are hard to come by, however.* 
2. Bhagavad-gita As It Is, the best-known, possibly kernel 
statement of the philosophy of India, in Prabhupada’s 
unique translation and one thousand-page format, includ- 
ing forty-four eye-popping illustrations by the devotees 
and a very complete cross-referenced index, Printed in 
soft and hard cover in 1972 by Collier and Macmillan. 
Like the Bhagavatam, the Gita may be dipped into and 
read without regard for the order of chapters. Most of the 
material is ethically prescriptive, like this passage in 
chapter twelve outlining the recommended ways of ap- 
proaching God: 


1, Just fix your mind upon Me, the Supreme Person- 
ality of Godhead, and engage all your intelligence in 
Me. Thus you will live in Me always, without a 
doubt. 

2. If you cannot fix your mind upon Me without devia~ 
tion, then follow the regulated principles of bhakti- 
yoga, In this way you will develop a desire to attain 
to Me. 

3. If you cannot practise the regulations of bhakti-yoga, 
then just try to work for Me, beccuse by working 
for Me you will come to the perfect stage. 

4, If, however, you are unable to work in this con- 
sciousness, then try to act giving up all results of 
‘your work and try to be self-situated. 

5. If you cannot take to this practise, then engage your- 
self in the cultivation of knowledge. Better than 
knowledge, however, is meditation, and better than 

*These materials are now easier to come by through all ISK~ 
CON Centers, we are told. 
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Jove other living beings, and establishes him in eternity. 


6. Back to Godhead, a monthly magazine, co 
news of the movement and articles by Prabhupada and s 
vanced devotees. 


I. ISKCON Centers Around the World 
Back to Godhead issue # 44, 1972 
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Djakarta 


Dundee 
Fort Sam Houston 


New York 


India 
Wales 


Minois 


‘Ohio 
Florida 
Ohio 


Texas 


130-132 Bidwell Pkwy./ 
(716) 882-0281 

3 Albert Road 

141 Donald Street, 
Roath 


‘1114 W, Armitage St, 
60614/(312) 
281-6866 

15720 Euclid Ave. 
44nd 

3037 Center St 
(305) 448-8426 

318 E, 20th Ave. 
(614) 299-4946 

3913 Turtle Creek 
Bivd./ (214) 521-8838 

Gita Bhawan, 7B 
Kamala Nagar 

1400 Cherry St/ 
(303) 302-6661 

8311 E, Jefferson St/ 


2018A Artillery Post 
Road 78234 

945 E, Shields Ave./ 
(209) 224-4109 


34 Cameron Road 1/D, 
Kowloon 

2016 McKinley St./ 
(808) 941-0380 


kol, No.1, Apt. 14, 
Re'anana 

641 Ramona Ave/ 
(714) 497-1305 

7 Bury Place, Blooms- 
bury, WC 1/ (01) 
142.0396 

3764 Watseka Ave. 
90034/ (213) 870-0717 


Pennsylvania 


Arizona 
Pennsylvania 


Oregon 
California 
Missourt 
Utah 


Texas 
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‘313 N, Livingstone 

203 Chapel Street, 
Salford 3 

14 Burnett St, St. Kilda 
—Victoria 3182 

Montiel No. 45, Col, 

‘San Miquel, Chapul- 

tepec, Tacubaya 

2104 30th Avenue S, 

c/o Hindu Union, 
P.O. Box 1354 

3720 Park Avenue, 
Quebec/ (S14) 
849-4318 

‘Sucandra das, Nymph- 
enburger Strabe 115 

c/o ISKCON, P.O. Box 
18946 

7827 Spruce Street/ 
(504) 866-4814 

RD3, Moundsville 
16041/ (304) 845-0207 

439 Henry Street, 
Brooklyn/ (212) 
‘596-9658 

1127 Linwood 

69 Elm, Apt. 1, On- 
tario/ (613) 237-3326 

¢/o H. Tethaninn, 26 
Bis Rue Estienne 
d’Orves, Fontenay 
Aux Roses/ (350) 
26-07 

641 E. Chelten Ave/ 
(215) 849.1767 

4702 B. Broadway Road 

5135 Ellsworth Ave,’ 
(412) 421-6656 

2325 E. Burnside/ 
(503) 235-9709 

1807 W. Street/ 
(916) 443-8836 

4544 Laclede Ave./ 
(314) 367-1354 

774 BE. 8th St. S./ 
(801) 355-5632 

2001 N. Lores 
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Di 3300 3nd Aves! 
oe (714) 291-7778 
‘San Francisco 455 Valencia St./ 


(202) 667-3516 


Kenya 


Georgia 


New York 
Minots 
Ohio 


Texas 
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2. ISKCON Centers Around the World 
Back to Godhead issue # 49, 1973 


(312) 864-1343 

15720 Euclid Avenue/ 
(216) 451-0418 

$426 Gurley Street/ 
(214)827-6330 

3400 Cherry Street/ 
(303) 322-6661 

4311 E, Jefferson Ave- 
‘ite/ (313) 824-6000, 

11935 106th Street, 
Canada 

2016 McKinley 
(808) 949-9022 

707 Fiawthorne/ (713) 
$22.0635 


P, O, Box 253 (Kauai) 
96746 


41 Ramona Ay 
(714) 494-9172 
3764 Watseka Avenue/ 
(213) 871-0717 
Gobernador 


Tiburcio 
‘No. 45, Col. San 
‘Miguel/(905)515-4282 
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Florida 
Quebec 


W. Indies 
British Columbia 


De. 


363 NW. 4h St. Miarnd Tokyo 


Vendavana 


439 Henry Street, 
Brooklyn/ (212) 
596-9658 

641 E. Chelten Aves 
(213)849-1767 

5126 Ellsworth Avenne/ 
(412)683-7700 

2507 NE Stanton Street/ 
(714) 284-6395 

1807 W. Street 

4544 Laclede Avenue/ 
(314)367-1354 

3300 3rd. Avenue/ 
(714)291-7778 

455 Valencia St 
(415) 864-0233 

805 Lottie St,, Monterey 

5516 Roosevelt Way 
NE/(206)525-8911 

187 Gerrard St, East, 
‘Canada/ (416) 
922-5415 

¢/o ISKCON, Plaisance 
P.O. Pointe-a-pierre 

1786 West 11th Avenue, 
‘Vancouver-9, Canada 

2015 “Q" Street NW/ 
(202) 667-3516 

ASIA 

3 Albert Road/44-3757. 

Gita Bhawan, 7-E 
Kamala-Nagar 

ISKCON, Nairwadi, 
Gandhi Gram Rd, 
Juhu, Bombay 54 

+34 Cameron Road 1/D, 
Kowloon 

179 Ortega Street, San _ 
Juan Rizal 


Germany 


England 


Germany 


1 Berlin-65, Nordbahn 

Str 3 | 
& 4 

brook | 
(Chea-Shanti Alnus 260 

Rue General Patton. 

1050 Bruxelles | 
Belgique 
43 Ruby Street, Roath 
4 Dusseldorf, Grafen- 


2000 Hamburg 6, 4 
Bartelstrasse 6511 | 
‘7 Bury Place/01-242- 
0294 
203 Chapel Rd, Salford 
c/o Andre Brunet; 18 
rus fe ‘Marseille 
Gs) 
& Munchen 40, 
Josephsplatz-4 


PP SI a a, re 
The Strange World of the Hare Krishnas 
bs : 


Roses: ‘in the Address List of Hare Krishna 
‘Stuttgart, W. Germany 7 Stu New Centers. Be ae 
p to 


188 The Strange World of the Hare Krishnas 


Atlanta New Vrindaban, West 
‘Boston ‘Virginia (looks like a mis 
‘Honolula print) = 
‘Laguna Beach Pittsburgh, 

‘San Francisco 

London 


D. P.O. Box number changed (only slightly: a misprint?) 
Nairobi 


AV, Addresses substantially identical to previous list: 


Austin ‘Washington, DC 
Buffalo Calcutta 

Cleveland Delhi 

Denver ‘Hong Kong 

Detroit 

eae ‘Vrindaban, Mathurs, UP, 
Montreal, Quebec ‘Melbourne 

NY Sidney 
Philadelphia Amsterdam 
‘Sacramento Berlin 

St. Louis Birmingham, England 
San Diego ‘Bamburg. 

Seattle Manchester 
‘Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

‘Trinidad, W. Indies 


‘This and the previous item includes all of the 10 largest metropolitan 
areas in the U.S., and 18 ovt of the 25 largest 
changes: 


